Gloucester County Nature Club Monthly Newsletter

June 2026

Nature Club Monthly Meetings are open to the public.

Annual Picnic and Nature Walk at Alcyon Lake Park
Track Ave. Pitman, NJ 08071 (off W. Holly Avenue)

Thursday, June 11 at 6 PM

The June meeting of the Gloucester County Nature Club will be our annual spring
picnic. This year we will return to hold our picnic at Alcyon Lake Park. This is a potluck
dinner of shared dishes. Attendees should bring a food item to share, and their own
utensils, plates, and cups to cut down on the waste of disposables. Tables are limited,
so feel free to bring blankets and/or chairs. Those who prefer to provide their own meals
are welcome to do so.



As with all club meetings, the picnic is open to the public so please come join us to
enjoy some friendship, common interests and a leisurely walk around the park. We'll
look for bluebirds and other natural attractions at this popular spot.

Directions: Drive past the sports fields and meet us under the pavilion.

Field Trip: Petty’s Island, Pennsauken, NJ, Sunday, June 21, 9:00AM.
Trip Leaders: Linda Cairnes, NJ Natural Lands Trust; Jayne Rhynard

Join the NJ Natural Lands Trust for special access to this storied, preserved island on
the Delaware River near Camden after years of very limited access. This walk through
the fabulous habitat, once a Citgo Petroleum tank farm, will explore its history and
legends plus its animal and avian inhabitants. Although in a heavily industrialized area,
it provides important breeding, foraging or resting habitat for an amazing array of wildlife
& raptors including Bald Eagles, American Kestrel and Peregrine Falcon, Osprey,
Northern Harrier, Cooper’s and Red-shouldered hawks. Songbirds, such as Savannah
sparrow and multiple warbler species migrate along the river corridor finding habitat and
cover within the island’s woods, grasslands and wetlands. Participants will gain unique
insights into what is being done and planned for as part of the ongoing restoration. Be
prepared to walk in areas with high grasses or the rocky shoreline that affords a great
view of Philly. Wear sturdy shoes, long pants, bring water and insect protection. We
should be able to scope birds along the river. Participants 13 & older will need to sign a
liability release and register with contact information at fieldtrip@gcnatureclub.org or on
our Meetup site to give our host an estimate and in case of inclement weather.

Directions: To access Petty’s Island, go to 36th St. and Harrison Ave. in Camden, NJ.
Cramer Hill Nature Preserve will be on your left. Continue on 36th St. to the Petty’s
Island security booth and tell the guard you are there for the program. Continue slowly
across the bridge. We will meet to the left of the Petty’s Island sign. Plenty of on-site
parking available. Link to Google Maps: htips://goo.gl/maps/EVz1XeSQkKvZdGLPA

BIRD QUEST 2026: The 26t edition of Bird Quest featured normal temperatures
and overcast skies with a bit of wind. After having to cancel three training walks in the
preceding weeks due to rain, the skies on this day were delightfully...boring.

We had 98 registered participants across 32 teams. Of the 17 received checklists, the
winner was Western Keefe Herons (Maria and Robbie Keefe) with 91 species. Second
place went to our previous champs Birding Bros (Tyler Savage, Kevin Savage, and


mailto:fieldtrip@gcnatureclub.org?subject=Petty's%20Island%20Preserve%20trip
https://www.meetup.com/gloucester-county-nature-club/events/315021730/
https://dep.nj.gov/njnlt/list-of-preserves/pettys-island-preserve/
https://goo.gl/maps/EVz1XeSQkKvZdGLPA

Nevaeh Lyons) with 87 species. The overall median species count across all teams was
46.

2026 Winners: Robbie and Maria Keefe

This time 21 species were found by 80% or more of the teams. The Northern House
Wren has made a comeback: it was spotted by 88% of the teams compared to 38% last
year. And the American Crow returned to its place atop the crow charts this year with
94% of teams finding it, besting the Fish Crow with 76% of teams.

It may be instructive to look at differences from the historical median percentage of
teams finding a species. The history in this case covers the years 2021 and 2023-2025.
(2022 is excluded due to the Nor'easter rainstorm that year.) Here are some notable
positive and negative differences:

Species

Historical Median %

of teams found

2026 % of teams
found

Chimney Swift

43%

76%

Cooper’s Hawk

20%

53%




Osprey 38% 59%

Blue-headed Vireo 15% 35%
Eastern Phoebe 41% 18%
Common 73% 47%

Yellowthroat

Red-tailed Hawk 61% 35%

Brown Thrasher 31% 0%

There were two species not found in 2021-2025 that were found this year: the American
Wigeon (by four teams) and the Common Tern (by one team).

The coordinator (Scott Barnes) would like to thank the sponsors, the participants, those
who attended the training walks, and especially the club volunteers who contributed
their time and talents. Your efforts make this event an enjoyable way to spend a
springtime day.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: We are continuing to post recordings of

recent club programs for the convenience of members and the u YOUTUhe
public. To find the club’s channel, use this link or search for the club’s full name within
YouTube. 39 videos are now available, including these recent additions:

e Tiger Beetles (April 2026).

e Marvelous Marine Mammals in New Jersey (May 2026 — video to be released on
or before June 20th).

The club would like to welcome the following new member who joined during May:

- Reina Stazzone of Washington Twp.


https://www.youtube.com/@GCNatureClub
https://youtu.be/LZ3Y7OnUl_A

South Jersey Firefly Festival: June 27, Saturday, 8PM — 10PM at Tall Pines State
Preserve, Woodbury — Glassboro Rd. and Barkbridge Rd., Sewell.

This year’s South Jersey Firefly Festival will be held at Tall Pines Preserve on Saturday,
June 27 at 8PM. The festival includes a number of fun, family-friendly, education
stations scattered along a half-mile, self-guided trail. We recommend people arrive
between 8:00 and 8:15 PM and allow an hour to complete the walk. Some species
appear at dusk; some appear when it is darker (the best viewing is after 9:00). The
spectacular tree-top species is near the “fishing ponds”. Bring a flashlight. NO DOGS
PLEASE. Poets, scientists and people of all ages have long been fascinated by fireflies
(lightning bugs). A familiar sight in parts of the US, fireflies are the fairies of summer
nights. Viewing “nature’s light show” is part of the magic of growing up in New Jersey.
But their numbers are declining. Join us as we explore the world of fireflies and how you
can help their numbers increase.

Directions: From Rt. 553 (Woodbury-Glassboro Rd) turn west on to Barkbridge Rd. Park
in the lot on the left. The trail begins and ends here at a Welcome Tent. Please carpool,
as space for parking is limited. The festival is staffed by volunteers of the Gloucester
County Nature Club and employees of the NJ State Park Service.

Attendance is free. Rain Date is Sunday, June 28 at the same time. Any weather delay
will be announced on the club’s website and on Meetup.com.



https://gcnatureclub.org/events/south-jersey-firefly-festival-2026/
https://www.meetup.com/gloucester-county-nature-club/events/313569542/

Events By Other Organizations:

Tall Pines National Trails Day & 10th Anniversary Hike: Saturday, June 6th at 1:00
PM. Join the Friends of Tall Pines State Preserve as we celebrate National Trails Day
and mark the 10th anniversary of the park's creation. We will gather in the main parking
lot at 1:00 PM. We will be operating a welcome table and giving short talks about the
Preserve's history and plans for the future. The Friends will then lead attendees on a
nature hike in the Preserve, pointing out natural features, spring wildflowers, trees,
birds, insects and other wildlife. Most trails are paved. Difficulty is rated Easy-Moderate.
After the hike, light refreshments will be served in the parking lot. This event is free and
open to the public. Advance registration is not required.




